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Attorney general 
goes after 
unlicensed 
care facilities 


Investigations come amid 
an increasing controversy 
in the care home industry 
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Two bills looks at ways 
to control humongous 
homes popping up 


By Rob Perez 


rperez@staradvertiser.com 


Remily Teodoro worries about 
how she’s going to pay college bills 
for her two oldest children. 

Until last week she relied on the 
income from her unlicensed aging- 
in-place business at her Kalihi home 
to help cover expenses for her 
daughter, Jessa Rel, 19, a sopho- 
more at the University of California 
at San Diego, and her son, Jerome, 
18, a sophomore at the University of 
Hawaii. 

But Teodoro closed the business 
after getting a letter Oct. 20 from 
the Attorney General’s Office accus- 
ing her of running an illegal care 
home. 

Her attorney says his client was 
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s complying with the law. Yet the let- 
bought a ter specified that Teodoro faced 
homei fines of $1,000 daily and possible 

, criminal penalties if she didn’t get a 
Maunalani license. 
Se ie “This is my bread and butter, and 


two of my kids are in college,” 
Teodoro told the Honolulu Star- 
Advertiser. “I’m so stressed al- 
ready.” 

Teodoro, who used to run a li- 
censed care home, is believed to be 
the first AIP operator to get such a 
letter, signaling a possible escala- 
tion of the state’s efforts to crack 
down on the new but controversial 
model of providing home-based el- 
der care in the islands. 

Proponents of the model estimate 
that more than 100 AIP homes — 


city, below her property was a sin- 
gle old-style Kaimuki house with 
three bedrooms, two bathrooms 
and a jabong tree in front. 

But the neighboring property 
was sold about a year ago, and its 
new owner has since razed the 
old house and jabong tree, and 
put up a large, three-story house 
that obstructs the view from her 
lanai. What’s more, she said, 
plans submitted to the city show 
a second, three-story house will 
be built on the 10,500-square-foot 
lot adding up to what will be at 
least 16 bedrooms and 11 bath- 
rooms. 

She’s been told that the new 
owner has explained the second 
house is where his mother will be 
living, but Maii said she’s skepti- 
cal, given the size. 

Maii said she’s wondering how 
the big increase in living space 
will affect sewer lines, parking 
and through traffic in her neigh- 
borhood. 

“That’s what worries me,” she 
said. “It’s going to be a mess.” 

Officials with the city Depart- 
ment of Planning and Permitting, 
which is tasked with enforcing 
zoning and building violations, say 
their hands are tied on many of 
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the complaints because they can A home at 4174 Koko sightly, but cause headaches re- 
cite or fine only people who are Drive in Kaimuki lated to traffic, street parking, 
not meeting code requirements. extends all the way back sewage and storm runoff. Oppo- 
Most of the large-scale houses to Ekaha Avenue, from nents of the large-scale houses Palolo is not used 
meet zoning and building code re- where this picture was also believe that many of them 
quirements and are able to obtain taken. are being used to operate illegal to having a home 
building permits, they said. bed-and-breakfast establishments ; 
As a result, Honolulu City Coun- or other transient vacation units, selling for over a 
cil members are looking at differ- thus taking away from residential million dollars.” 
ent ways to deal with the growing housing stock during a statewide 
number of large-scale structures, housing crunch. Ann Kobayashi 
which some are now dubbing As a result, Council members Council member, explaining 
“monster houses,” sprouting in Carol Fukunaga and Ann Koba- why she wants to create a 
Kaimuki, Palolo, Liliha and other yashi have introduced two bills new property tax category Low-income renters fear 
older neighborhoods in the city. aimed at addressing the issue. for monster houses they'll b iced out of 
Neighbors have complained They are scheduled to get their ey : e priced out 0 
that the houses— some with 20- Lahaina complex 
plus bedrooms — are not only un- Please see MONSTER, A9 LOCAL ABI 
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